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Grant application goes in for woodland buyout

Friends of Broughtonknowe retams ciue-
tous optimism dor the successiul commue
nity buyout of their cherished woodland,
It has been i demanding few months
trying to negotiate a hopefully successful
application for purchase Illll(?iluu. o the
Scottish Land Fund (SLF),

Throughout this period Friends of
Broughtonknowe '\"ul&} has resiliently
continued to pursue its dual aims of
‘Improving amenity and inereasing
hiodiversity” in the woodland, Paths,
benches and picnic sites are all being
maintained through continuing volunteer
input, particular thanks are due to Ross
Robisan,

On the wildlife front, Broughtonknowe
biodiversity continues to develop as
the various habitats mature umL-r ol
stewardship, The vear starts with an
abundance of amphibians, frogs
and toads, that use the pands for
spawning. It is truly an anmal
spectacle, The “clonds” of
ensuing tadpoles are impressive
(o even casual observation, Pond
dipping equipment is availible for
community use in the Fold wildlife
hide.

The spring woodland is now alive
with bivdsong, 1t is lovely to hear the
Song Throsh's melodious, repeated
shrases [rom all parts of the woodland,

\ estimated 12 territories this year

Our substantial nest-hox provision las
significandy boosted the populitions of
‘hole nesting’ birds, paracularly Blue
and Great Tits, Continuous provision of
bird seed ensures i food supply for the
extra beaks! We have added 15 bat boxes
ths yeary, provided by our local Scottish
Wildlite '{'l‘ml SWT) representative,
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The peak ol birvd activity
. «:uin('i('x-.\ with an upsurge
in the numbers of insects,
most strikingly buttertlies and
bumblebees. Tt is with some pride that
Fold can report the increasing presence
of two ll.‘tlinnzllly scarce species: the
Small Pearl-bordered Friullary butterdly
and the Blacherey Bumblebee, Records
are submitted o “Buuerfly Conservinion’
and the ‘Bumblebee Conservinon Trust’,
Ongoing contact with the community
is maintained through the increasing
numbers joinimg the Friends of Brought-
onknowe Facebook group - now standing
at 375 members, We are piloting a
programme ol community events this
summer using our provided amenities,

~

AT
¢ The rare Small Pearl-bordered

Frllllla? butterfly has been

= spotted in the woodland. Inset:
’ the Friends' logo
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Successtul guided nature walks and
[oraging event were joint ventures with
Cireen Ash Chaurs using the pur-
pose=huilt yurt in the quirey; Thimks are
due 1o Peter Young,

A successtul community drop=in was
held at Broughton Village ”.Ih i July,
with over 10 local people generously
contributing to the future plans for
the woodland. Based on acdralt plan
developed by our woodbnd consultants,
peaple gave their views on whiat should
and should not happen within the wood
in the future, i we were 10 be successtul
m purchasing the woondland through
the plinned community buy out, "Fhe
leedback intormed the Scotush Land
Fund application which was submitted in
mid=August,




